
VINEYARD
The fruit for this year’s Vin Clair is sourced from three of 
our favorite sites: Pinot Noir from La Perla Vineyard and 
Chardonnay from Cougar Rock Vineyard as well as Sweetwater 
Springs Vineyard. At 1700 feet elevation with hillside slopes 
upwards of 25% grade, La Perla Vineyard is the definition of 
a mountain vineyard and truly treacherous terrain to grow 
Pinot Noir. Cougar Rock Vineyard was the sole source for 
our inaugural wines. Nestled from 1450 to 1800 feet above 
sea level, the vineyard lies due east of Yountville, high up in 
the Vaca Mountain Range of the eastern hills in Napa Valley. 
Sweetwater Springs Vineyard is located on Westside Road 
in the heart of the Russian River Valley. With its temperate 
climate of mild days and cold nights due to its proximity to 
the Russian River, Sweetwater Springs Vineyard is an optimal 
site for our Russian River Chardonnay.

VINTAGE
2015 was a challenge. A very cool May led to significant 
shatter within the clusters, reducing yields by up to 50-70% 
in some Pinot Noir sites in Napa Valley and on the Sonoma 
Coast. Furthermore, a warm summer with a few heat spikes 
late in the season, led to drier conditions for the vines and 
led to a lighter yet much more intense crop. 2015 will be 
remembered as a vintage of wines with fantastic quality, just 
not a lot of it.

WINEMAKING
Vin Clair is made in the same light as producing a base wine 
for Champagne. We harvest Pinot Noir earlier than normal 
and instead of fermenting it on the skins, we press it first to 
release the clear juice inside of the grapes. We then ferment 
the Pinot Noir juice in barrels just like we would Chardonnay: 
native, indigenous yeast fermentations in barrels and there is 
no new oak on any component of Vin Clair.

WINE
Our 2015 Vin Clair is a brilliant hue of pale gold with aromas 
of Asian pear, jasmine and white tea leaf. The palate is plush,  
a rich texture and core of racy freshness, finishing with a   
delicate accent of minterality, making this a delightful match 
for many foods. With fruit hailing from two steep hillside 
vineyards on Spring Mountain and Atlas Peak, as well as the 
heart of the Russian River Valley, this is an exciting new wine 
for brick & mortar.

TECHNICAL NOTES:

AVA: Napa Valley
Production: 90 cases

Alcohol: 13.5%
Lightly Fine + Filtered

Release Date: April 15th, 2016
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